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| The Rienr Hovounabie 


ALEXANDER FRASER 
of Fricben, 
AND 


Hew DALRYMfIL E 
of Drumore, Eſqrs. 


LORDS com of the High 
Court of Juſticiary, and Senators 
of the College of J ay in Sotland. 


1 Lokps, 
OUR Human ty and Good. nature occa- 
ſioned the Publication of this Sermon. 

---I wiſh it may bear the Scrutiny of your 
Tmpartiahty and good Senſe. -I doubt not 

" however of being juſtified from an Attempt 
of Vanity, ſeeing I was induced to the Pub- 
lication from a high ps Sb to the AY 


yous Lord/hips cond 


IF, according to my Intention, it may con- 
duce in the leait to ſweeten the Tempers of 
thoſe 


DEDICATION. 
thoſe who are ſoured with religious Diſputes; 
if it tends to incite to any becoming Zeal 
for Chriſtianity, and to enlarge the Hearts 
of Chriſtians, fettered in the Bonds of Seats 
and Parties; I am rewarded for my imper- 
fet Endeavours: And your Loraꝗſbips, ating 
always conſiſtently with your known Cha- 
rater, will not diſdain, in ſome Degree, 
to patronize the AH "Tor 


10 am, ZI | WW Reſpedt, 
Myr LoRps, £ 
12 1 62 
your Lord ſbips moſt obedient, 


* 


and moſt obliged humble Servant, 


AL. GORDON. 
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Luk E xiv. 23. 
And compel them to come in, that my Houſe 


may be filled. 
T hath been generally obſerved, . that 


Mankind are apt to run from one Ex- 
treme into another. Once theſe Nations 
were Slaves to the groſſeſt Superſtition: But 
no ſooner had ſome Men of Learning, Piety 


and Reſolution, reſcued them from the Ter- 


rors of this monſtrous Phantom, then many 
thought they could not run too far from 
the ahh and treated Religion as Impo- 


ure, Devotion as Farce and Hypocriſy. Once 


were they harraſſed by the Fury of perſecut- 
ing Bigots, and the beſt and worthieſt of 


Mankind expoſed to Flames and Tortures, 


to fatiate the Pride, the Malice and Revenge 
of ſome worthleſs Men, who, lording it over 
the Underſtandings and Conſciences of their 
Fellow-Creatures, impiouſly dared to impoſe 
their vain and wicked Conceits as Dictates 
of the Almighty. But hath not the oppo- 

ſite Extreme now taken Place with many? 


Under Diſguiſe of free Enquiry, have not 


ſome grown licentious, and broke thro” the 


good 


1 5 EY 
good Order of Society? Happy for "mm 
kind in general, and themſelves in particular, 
if, inſtead of this, they had wiſely reſtrained 
the Rage of Perſecution, and nobly aſſerted 
the Privilege of human Nature, 0 uſe their 
own Reaſon and Underſtanding in Matters of 
Religion. 

Chriſtianity was certainly never intended 
to ſupport the one or the other of theſe Ex- 
tremes; either to authoriſe theſe inhumane 
Perſecutions on the one hand, or to counte- 

nance wild Licentiouſneſs and Diſorder on the 
other; and yet it hath been often unhappily 
made a Todl to both.---The Words of the 
Text in particular, contrary to the whole 
Scope and Deſign of the Goſpel, have been 
uſed as a divine Warrant to burn the Bodies 
of Men, becauſe they would not make Ship- 
wreck of their Souls; to force them by Racks 
and Tortures to belicve what was inconſiſtent 
with Reaſon, and to give their Aſſent to 
downright Contradictions, as Doctrines of 
the Chriſtian Religion. 
_ T ſhall not enter into a minute Explication 
of the Parable, of which the Words of the 
Text are a Part: It will ſuffice to obſerve in 
general, that the plain Deſign of it, as well 


as 


CN —— — 


SEC 
as of that in the parallel Place, Mattb. xxii. 
2. is to vindicate the Conduct of God's 
Providence towards the Jewiſh Nation ; 


| who had ſent his Servants, the Prophets, 
to prepare them for feaſting on the rich 


Mercies of the Goſpel, and alſo ſhould give 
his own Son to be a Sacrifice for Sinners, 
and ſend - his Apoſtles to invite them to 
Hare in the Bleſſings of Chriſt's Purchaſe, 
when, in the Fulnf of Time, all Things 


ſhould be ready; if even then they con- 


tinued obſtinate, and wickedly rejected all 
theſe Calls and 12 ſhut their Ears 
to the Voice of Reaſon, trampled under Foot 
the Blood of the Son of God, and accounted it 


as an unholy Thing, he would then reject ſuch 


an obſtinate Nation, look upon them no 
more as his peculiar People, but would fend 
his Servants, the Apoſtles and Miniſters of 


the Goſpel, to call in the Gentiles to imitate 


the Faith and Integrity of Abraham, to be- 
come a Seed to that faithful Patriarch, and 
fo to be intitled to the Covenant made with 


him and his Poſterity, and have Acceſs to 


the Bleſſings the promiſed Meſſiah ſhould 
purchaſe. And the Lord ſaid unto the Ser- 


vant, Go out into the High-ways and H * | 
ol 


E ] 3 
and compel them to come 15 that Houſe my 
be filled. | 


All J propoſe, in further diſcourſing on 
theſe Words, i is, thro' the Divine Aſſiſtance, 
to inquire, 

I. What we are to e by the 
Houſe, which our Lord deſires ſhould 
be filled? 

II. What is the Import of the Command 
to his Servants, Compel them to come in? 


Laſth, J ſhall conclude with ſome Reflec- 


tions on the whole. 


I. I'm to inquire, what we are to under- 
land by the Houſe, which our Lord deſires 
ſhould be filled? And here we may obſerve, 

1. In general, that by the Houſe is meant 


the Church of God, that Family and Society 
of which God is the ſupreme Houſholder, 


that ſpiritual Building of which Jeſus Chriſt 
is the chief Corner-Stone. The Deſign of 


the Parable plainly points out this to us; and 
the Word is uſed in the ſame Senſe in "EP 


other Places * of Scripture, eſpecially by 
our Saviour + in his Parables. It is indeed 


like the Phraſe of the Kingdow of God, ſome- 
times 


* Tim. ii. 20. Heb. iii. 6, he + Darth, x. 25. Mark xi, 


34. Luke Xill. 25, Oc. 


tx] 


times uſed in a limited, ſometimes in # 
more extenſive Senſe. Thus it is taken for 
the happy State of God's People hereafter: 
John xiv. 2. In my Father's Hoa are many 
Manfions. But-in the Words of the Text 
it extends alfo to the militant State of the 
Church here, becauſe it is in this Life the 

Call is to be given; or, as the Text expreſſes 

it, Men are to be compelled. They who with 
| Sincerity and Truth accept this Invitation, 
and behave with Reſolution in their State of 
Trial here, ſhall alſo attain to a glorious Re- 
ward in their Father's Houſe in Heaven. But 
they who only make a Pretence and Show 
of accepting this Call, the hypocritical Pro- 
feſſors that want the Vedding-garment, ſhall 
never attain to this Heavenly Habitation, but 
be thrown into outer Darkneſs, as in the pa- 
rallel Place, Matth. xxii. 13. Man indeed 
cannot ſee into the Heart; but God the Judge 
of all will, in his own Time, ſeparate the 
Tares from the Wheat. But, 

2. As thoſe who pretend to be the Church 
of God here upon Earth are divided into ma- 
ny Societies, differing from one another in 
Doctrine, Worſhip and Government; the Que 
ſtion returns, which of theſe is the Houſe in-" 


to which Mankind are to be compelled? And 
B indeed, 


E 

indeed, were the Zealbts of the ſeveral Sects 
aſſembled to debate the Point, what Diſſo- 
nance, what Rage, what Fury would be among 
them] With us, ſays one, is Antiquity, Tra- 
dition, yea even Infallibility; here you muſt | 
come, or Fire and Faggot ſhall compel you. 
Infallibility, ſays another, is an impious Pre- 
tence, and we renounce it; nevertheleſs, all our 
Opinions are certarnly right, our ſacred Cha- 
racter indelible, our Formalities divine, and 
all that differ from us, even in our Puncti- 
lios, are unworthy of Heaven, unworthy of 
the Privileges of Society, and ought at beſt 
to be kept as Hewers of Wood and Drawers 
of Water, till they be brought into the Bo- 
ſom of this our fallible, yet ſtill unerring 
Church. I wiſh too, my Brethren, none 
among ourſelves had fo far departed from 

Chriſtian Charity, as to maintain the ſame 
ridiculous, excluſive Privilege; and pretend, 
there is nothing in our Conſtitution, about 
which Mankind may innocently differ ; and 
who, were only the Form of the leaſt Orna- 
ment in the Houſe of God changed, would 
inſtantly exclaim, Behold, a Pillar is broke 
down ! See, the Temple falls ro Ruin! This 
ſcems indeed to have been a capital Error in 
moſt religious Societies, that each thought 

| 15 | them- 


: 1 \ 
themſelves ſo peculiarly right, that every one 
who differed in the leaff from them muſt be 
be eſſentially wrong. For this however no 
Church hath ny Warrant from Sabat 
Becauſe, an 
3. No Plan of Church-Government, or 
Mode of Worſhip 1 is there ſo preciſely de- 
| fined, as that it may not be variouſly ap- 
prehended by a well-diſpoſd Mind; nor are 
all Doctrines alike plainly revealed. This, 
J apprehend, could not have been the Caſe; 
if our Lord had intended there never ſnould 
be the leaſt Difference among his Diſciples, in 
Opinion, Forms of Worſhip, or Govern- 
ment.” The Genius of Mankind is different 
in different Nations; nay oft in the ſame; 
may not this, then, make ſuch Variety ſub- 
ſervient to advance the Ends of the Goſpel? 
Might not this, tho” it hath often been fa- 
tally abuſed to the contrary, afford a noble 
Exerciſe for improving our Charity and Chri- 
ſtian Condeſeenſion? As the Law of Na- 
ture ſnows Men the Neceſſity of Civil Go- 
vernment, and points out the general Rules 
of it to all, yet leaves it to the different Na- 
tions to chuſe that particular Form which 
ſuits them beſt, and tends moſt effectually to 
Promote among them the Ends of Civil Go- 
Ver. nment:s 


e 


te}. 
vernment: So our Lord and Saviour appoints 
2 Worſhip and Government in his Church, 
points out Ti general Rules of them to all, 
and Plain! reveals all efential Doctrines, leavs 
ing it to the ſeveral Nations to chuſe thoſe 
particular Forms that beſt ſuit their Genius, 
and tend moſt effectually to advance among 


them the Ends of the Goſpel; provided they 


pay due Regard to the general Rules he has 
laid down, neglect nothing that he plainly 
teaches and commands, nor adopt any thing 


inconſiſtent with it. This ſeems to be the 
Sentiment of our great Reformers, who in 


their Confeſſion, A. D. 1560, Art. 2 1. ſay, 
« Not that we think that any Policy, and 
« an Order in Ceremonies, can be appointed 
« for all Ages, Times and Places . 

Hence then it follows, that every Society 


embracing the eſential, I mean the plain 


Doctrines and Precepts of Chriſtianity, (for 
it were impoſſible God ſhould make any 
thing gſſential that he did not make plain) 
and who have nothing in their Modes of 

Worſhip or Government, contrary to the 
plain Rules of the Goſpel ; however they 


1 may difjer as to . Poctrines or far fi. 


cular 


vide Calderwind's Hiſtory of the Church of Oy * 
Ads of Scats Parliament. 


_ { 33 
cular Forms, yet they are all Members of 


the Family, Houſe and Church of Chriſt, and, 


as ſuch, ought to have fervent brotherlyLoye 
towards each other. The Hour cometh, and 
odo is *, when it ſhall not be eſſential to the 
true Worſhippers to wor ſbip either in Mount 
Gerazim or this Temple, but only to worſhip 
the Father in Spirit and in Truth. Tho 
they be now ſcattered, yet one Day ſhall they 
come F from the Eaſt and from the Weſt, from 
the North and from the South, and fit down 


in the Kingdom of God. This is the Catht- 
lick Church, the Spouſe and, Body of Chriſt. 


I do not mean, a Man may be :ndifferenit 
what religious Society or Church he ſhould 
join, or whether he ſhould adhere to any at 
all,--far from it. Many have fallen into this 
dangerous Extreme by ſhunning itsO ppoſite; 
and by decrying, and, in its Turn, ridiculing 
each particular Form, have done their 3 
vour to ruin Religion altogether. Religion is 
not a general abſtracs Notion; it muſt be 
4 brought down to Practice, and reduced to 
ſome Application, otherways it indeed becomes 


a mere Chimera. There are various Forms of 


Civil Government, under which Society may 


Mbit; but, would i it not be moſt abſurd, 
a+ from 
* John wit 7 Late xiii, 29. 


1 x4. 1 
from thenee to infer, that all are equally adapted 
to the Genius of all Nations; and ſtill more 
ſo, that tho Government in general be ne- 
ceſſary, yet it is not neceſſary to reduce it to 

ſome Form, becauſe any one preciſe Form 

may be diſpenſed with? It is the Duty of 
every Chriſtian ſeriouſly to conſider what 
particular religious Profeſſion comes neareſt 
to the general Rules laid down in the Scrip- 
ture, and tends moſt effectually to advance 


thus moſt approve itſelf to him, that he is 


to practiſe; without however anathematiſ- 


Y ing any, who, on a like ſincere Inquiry, 

4 find it reaſonable to differ from him. 

? And now, in great Conſiſtency with the 

1 Principles I have laid down, I hope, I may 
add, in favours of our National Church, that 


as it is founded on the Word of God, and 


. agreeable to our Saviour's general Directions, 
g (the contrary of which none of our Adver- 
ſaries have ever been able to ſhew) ſo the 

particular Form and Model of it is extreme- 

= ly ſuitable to the Genius and "Temper of a 
= free and generous People ; and accordingly it 
hath in Fact been highly conducive to pro- 
mote among us Vi zrtue me Piety, the great 
Ends 


the great Ends of the Goſpel: What ſhall 


25 
th 
9 


any 
Ends of the Goſpel. I hope therefore, that 
every one who views our Conſtitution in this 
Light, as, bleſſed be God, the greateſt and 
 worthieft Part of the Nation ſtill do, not- 
withſtanding the crafty Attempts of our E- 
nemies to corrupt the antient, pious and man- 
ty Spirit of our Country, both as to Religion 
and Politicks ; I ſay, every one that enter- 
tains theſe Sentiments of our National 
Church muſt look upon themſelves as bound 
to join this Society, in the Duties of Religi- 
on, and to ſupport and maintain our Zion as 
a noble Branch of the Houſe and Family of 
Chriſt. Peace be within the Walls of our Je- 
ruſalem, and Proſperity within her Palaces *. 
I come now to the 


TI. Ge- 


A Presbyterian Government, even when conſidered in a po- 
litical Light, ſeems to have this ſpecial Recommendation to a 
free State above any Epiſcopal Form; That aſpiring Men have 
it much leſs in their Power to encroach on the Liberties of the 
People under the one Conſtitution, than the other. When the 
Power and Wealth of the Church are in a few Hands; when 
the other Clergy are Dependents upon theſe, accuſtomed to 
ſubmit implicitely to their Orders, and each is flattered by his 
Vanity to think, that the Power his Superiors are aſſuming 
will one Day be his own; it becomes the more eaſy for a few, 
thus exalted, boldly to contrive and ſpeedily execute any aſpir- 

ing Plan. But in a Presbyterian Form, where all are on a Level, 

* . 5 's a it 


a>: * * 
£ 2 n 
S „ TS 


— Fan : 
r 


— — 


"EMS. — D 


—. 
E = 2 


— 
— 


pe 21 > 
EEE 


— 


8 
rr. 


DIE 


. 


* 


3 


— 


1 
II. General Head propoſed, vis. to inquire, 
What is the Import of our Lord's Command 


to his Servant, Compel them to come in? And 


1. The Word compel would ſeem, at firſt 
Appearance, to carry along with it the Idea 
of outward Force and Violence, and the Ori- 
ginal (d, ) might ſeem to warrant this 
Tranſlation, as it not only may, but is ac- 


tually found in Scripture, to denote being 


under a Neceſſity ariſing from external Force. 
However, it is alſo plain, from the Manner 
in which this Word is uſed in Scripture, that 
it by no Means neceſſarily implies this; and 


that it ſometimes muſt ſignify no more, than 
that 


it cannot be ſo eaſy to bend the Influence of the whole Church 
to a bad Deſign. Any Member, by the Conſtitution, may op- 
poſe it; and, among ſo many, /ome will always be found, whoſe | 


| Virtue will incline them to do ſo. Yea the Society may, in 


ſuch a Caſe, avail themſelves even of the irregular Paſſions of 8 
the human Nature. Men, on a Level with one another, have 
commonly Pride and Fealouſy enough to engage them to watch 


moſt carefully over ſuch of their Number as they ſuſpect to be 


graſping at illegal Power, leaſt, by any Encroachment on the 
Society, their Equals ſhould become their Superior. The Lay- 


Elders alſo have, in this Conſtitution, fo large a Share of the - 


Government of the Church, that, whenever they exert them- 

ſelves, they have it in their Power to balance the Clergy. . 
This Union of Clergy and Laity, in Eccleſiaſtick Aſſemblies, 
ſupporting each other, in promoting Religion andVirtue, in their 


feveral * certainly conveys a very beautiful Idea of our 


* 


1 

that the Reaſon for our Conduct is ſo very 
ſtrong, we cannot, conſiſtently with ourſelves, 
do otherwiſe; that we are under a moral or 
rational, but no external Conſtraint. In the 

18th Verſe of this Chapter, when the Per- 
| fon who bought a Piece of Ground makes 
his Excuſe, that he muſt needs go and ſee it; 
what we render muſt needs, is much the 5 5 
Expreſſion in the Original ( £yw αν)M 
with that uſed in the Text. But I believe 


no Man will thence infer, he was to be burnt 


or tortured if he did not go. The Original 
has alſo the fame Word, (nid ynauey) when 
our Lord is faid to confirain his Diſciples to 
go into the Ship, Matth. xiv. 22. where the 
moſt ſanguine Neeb will hardly pretend 
there is outward Violence implied. The learn- 
ed Dr. Samuel Clarke * has collected a great 
Variety of Paſſages to this Purpoſe, with 
which, I ſuppoſe, a great Part of my Audi- 
_ ence is fo well acquainted, that I need ad- 
duce no more; and the ſame Author, as 
well as the pious + diſſenting Miniſter Mr. 
Matthew Clarke, proves, that it not only 
may, in this Place, be underſtood to imply a 
moral or rational Conſtraint, and no external 

* Vio- 
1 « Vol. II, . Fol. Sermon on the Text. Þ Three Sermons 
on the Text, preached at Mr. Earl's. 


} 


Violence; but that it would be moſt abſurd, 
contrary to Reaſon, and to the Scope and 


aà Man owes to the Civil Governor. Religion 


[18 


Deſign of the Goſpel, to underſtand 1 it other- 


wiſe. But then, 
2. It is faid, That tho this ld; is 


not to be underſtood as implying outward 


Force, when directed to the Mini/ters of the 


Goſpel; becauſe it is not competent for them 


to wield the temporal Sword; yet, may it not 


be proper for the Civil Magiſtrate? Is it not 
his Duty hug to look after the Religion of 
his People, to extirpate Hereſy by Ricour, 

and to force his Subjects by Penalties to a 
right Profeſſion, that is, to his own ? This 
indeed is the low Shift and Equivocation of 
Romiſh Prieſts, who have fallen on this De- 
vice, to employ the Civil Magiſtrate as an Ex- 
ecutioner. But as it is without Warrant from 
Scripture *, ſo it is inconſiſtent with Reaſon. 
Religious Opinions are no Part of the Allegiance 


is 


*The moſt plauſible Authority urged from Scripture, for 


the Civil Magiſtrate's uſing the temporal Sword in Matters 


purely religious, is the penal Laws againſt Idolatry, which made 
a Part of the Jewiſh Conſtitution. As to which, vide Bayle's 
Commentairg. Philoſophique, Part II. Chap. 4. and Dodarige's 
Sermon againſt Perſecution, on Luke xix. 55, 56. 


k 
zs a Duty we owe to God, and to him only 
muſt we be accountable for it. Therefore, 
as the Magiſtrate was made for the Society, 
and not they for him, the Majority have a 
Right in Nature to oblige him to authoriſe 
the religious Profeſſion Zhey ſhall chuſe,. and 
to tolerate the Minority, when ſuch a Tolera- 
tion is not inconſiſtent with the Security of the 
State. On this Principle did our happy Re- 
formation from Popery, and our late glorious 
Revolution proceed, The Objects of the Ci- 
vil Magiſtrate's Care are the _ Order, Peace 
and Security of the Commonweal ; and the 
Religion of the Saciety is to be his Care, in 
fo far as it tends to promote theſe valuable 
temporal Ends, as well as the eternal Felici- 
ty of the People. But the Magiſtrate can 
have no Right to reſtrain a religious Profeſ- 
ſion, merely, becauſe he thinks it inconſiſt- 
ent with Salvation; otherwiſe our Refor- 
mation ought not to have taken Place. He 
ought indeed, as a Chriſtian, to adviſe and in- 
ſtruct, and employ the moſt learned and wor- 
thy Men he can find of his Opinion, to con- 
vince his Subjects; and, if that will not da, 
he muſt leave each to receive the Fruits of 
his Religion in the Life to come. When 
any Part of the Society maintains Principles 
incon- 
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| Ileonfdedt with the Rights and Security of 


Mankind in general, or of the Community 
in particular; then, and then only is he to in- 
terpoſe his Authority, and reſtrain by Penal- 


ties: And indeed, if Men, in fuch Caſes, 


think of ſheltering themſelves in pernicious 
Principles, under a Cry of Perſecution, this 
would be evidently abſurd, and turn Chri- 
ſtian Liberty into the Extreme of Licentiouf 
refs, 

If, for Inſtance, any whimſical Perſons 
ſhould again propagate this Principle, That 


the Eleft alone have a Right to inherit the 


Earth, this would afford a Pretence to con+ 
found all Property ; and therefore, tho' dig- 
nified with the Name of a religious Principle, 
it is no leſs to be reſtrained-by the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate, than a Profeſſion that it is lawful 
to rob and plunder. Again, Atheiſm unhinges 
all Society, ſeeing there can be no 7% of. 


Truth, if Men loſe their natural Reverence 


of Deity, and are perſuaded, they have no 
Account to make before the Tribunal of the 
Almighty, Property would then de precari- 
ous, Government impoſlible, Anarchy and 
Confuſion muſt prevail: Therefore, howe- 
ver Atheiſts may glory, as if they alone rea- 


ſoned freely, no wile Legiſlator will 7olerate 
them 


5 21 J 
them in aS tate. It is alſo very conſiſtent with 
religious Liberty to reſtrain Popery, which 
transfers the Allegiance from the rightful 
Governor to a fore:gn Prince, by acknow. 
| ledging the Pope's Infallibility and ' Supres 
macy; for the terrible Principles of murders 
ing Hereticks, and keeping no Faith with 
them, make it impoſſible for thoſe of a dif= 
ferent Perſuaſion to live in Society with Pas 
piſts, if Hd be not * BRGET Moe: "_—Y 
Reſtraints. 7 

I ſhall only add one ionen more, ined 
that is of a Party even of Proteſtants among 
ourſelves, who are in ſome Degree, at preſeat, 
under the Reſtraint of Penalties, which ma- 
ny complain of as Perſecution. I ſhall rea- 
dily allow, that Epiſcopacy, as profeſſed in 
England, hath nothing that calls for ſuch 
Rigour ; and tho' theſe I have in View, who 

in general may be ſaid to be of that Perſuaſi. 
on, have gone much greater Lengths than 

the Church of England in their Approaches 
to the Romiſh Superſtition, and its narrow 
and uncharitable Spirit ; yet I ſhall likewiſe 
grant, that their Religion in itſelf hath no- 
thing inconſiſtent with the Peace and good 
Order of Society. Nevertheleſs, it is undoubt- 
edly F aQ, that they have unhappily S lended 
5 4 1 
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a political Scheme, deſtructive of our preſent 
Government, with their religious Principles, 


ſo that the one is made a Too! to the other. 


The Mind of Man hath a wonderful Fa- 
cility in ociating Ideas and Principles na- 
turally diſtinct, when they accuſtom them- 
ſelves to think of them for ſome Time; 
and as Epiſcopacy was at firſt introduced in- 
to this Kingdom, againſt the Genius and In- 
clination of the Community, by @ Prince, to 
ſupport his arbitrary and tyrannical Power, 


and to curb the free and manly Spirit of 


the People; and as its publick Eſtabliſhment 


fell with the Expu/jon of the abdicated Fa- 


mily, its Reſtoration comes naturally to be 
looked on as connected with theirs. Ac- 
cordingly it hath now for many Years been 
made the Shibboleth of a political Party, who 
thus endeavour to keep their deluded Vota- 


' Ties bound with a double Chain. Now Epiſ: 


copacy is not in this Country, nor 97h 
ought it to be ſubjected to Penalties, unleſs 
where it is thus Elended and conjoined with a 
pernicious political Scheme ; for when the E- 


piſcopal Party, by proper Teſts, not of a re- 


Higrous kind, declare themſelves good Subjects, 


=y are juſtly tolerated by the Laws, in the 
Profeſſion 


„ 

Profeſſion of their Religion. I mention not 
this to inflame the Minds of any againſt our 
unhappy Countrymen, who have been lately led 
aſtray from their Duty and Allegiance. I 
ſincerely wiſh they may be Objects of Mercy 
both here and hereafter. But as now, the 
Enemies of our Peace take every Opportu- 
nity to reproach our Laws, tho highly rea- 
ſonable and conducive to the Happineſs of 
the State ; I thought it my Duty to fay thus 
much in Vindication of theſe, when my 
Subject led me ſo naturally to do it. 

3. By the Command here given to the 
Servants of Chriſt, that is, eſpecially to the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, to compel Men to 
come in to- Chriſt's Houſe, we are to under- 

ſtand, That it is their Duty, by all the Me- 
thods of Reaſon, fair Argument and Perſua- 

Jon, by Prayer to God, and the Influence of 

2 worthy Chriſtian Life, to engage Men to 
embrace the Chriſtian Faith, and to live ſuit- 
ably to its Precepts and Commandments, as 
far as human Frailty will admit; that they 
may thus ſhare of the rich Feaſt of Mercy, 
Love and eternal Felicity which Jeſus Chriſt 
has purchaſed by his Blood. I would not be 
underſtood to mean, that human Reaſon is 


fs ficient for the Converſion of a * 
this 


[ 24 ] 
this is what the almigbty Grace of God and 
the /andifying Influences of his Holy Spirit 
can alone effectuate. But then, Reaſon and 
Perſuaſion are the Means which God hath 
appointed for compelling moral Agents, as I 
moſt ſuitable to their Natures, and which he 
accompanies with the Influences of his Grace 
for that End. 
O, how ſtrange is the Degeneracy A Man- 
kind! Muſt they be conſtrained to. be happy 
for ever? Muſt they be compelled to ſhun e- 
ternal Torments? Such is the unhappy Con- 
dition of Humanity! and, indeed, the Mini- 
ers of the Goſpel, whom our Lord employs 
as his Servants, have great Occafion to exert 
themſelves, their Learning, their Piety, their 
Zeal, their Prudence, and, above all, their 
Example in this degenerate Age; when Men 
of Parts and Learning, incited by a gene- 
ral Corruption and Depravity of Manners, 
have, with the /ub7:/e/t Sophiſtry, attempted. 
to deſtroy Chriſtianity, and to break thro' 
the ſtrongeſt Barriers of Virtue. It was im- 
oſſible to reconcile Vice and Iniquity with 
a ſincere Profeſſion of the pure Religion of 
the holy Jefus: But the Lufts of many 
proved too powerful for their Religion. 


aper to ſnun the Inconfiſtency of 
pre- 
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pretending to both, they have artfully en 
deavoured to gain over the modern Im- 
proyements in Science to their Aid, and exert- 
cd all their Abilities to over-rule the Checks 


of Chriſtianity. Their Wr. itings had the Air 


of Novelty, Learning and Freedom of Inquiry, | 


and flattered the Vices of Mankind, however. 


they pretended to the contrary, This made 


them take with every Witling, whoſe V. anity | 


exceeded his good Senſe ; and with every vi- 
cious Man, who wanted to ſpeak Peace to 
himſelf i in his Iniquity, to be freed for a while, 
in Imagination, from the Terrors of the Lord 
againſt Sin. Bleſſed be God, who hath not 
left his Cauſe without a Witneſs, but hath raiſ- 
ed, in all Profeſſions, Men of the higheſt 
Learning and Virtue to ſupport our Religion; 
which hath gloriouſly ſtood the Teſt of this 


fiery Trial, and appears, to all ſincere and un- 


prejudiced Inquirers, liłe Gold ſeven Times 


tried and purified: Yet the Pride, the Pre- 
judice or Paſſion of Oppoſers, has not hither- 
to allowed them to yield; they are daily at- 
| tempting to rally their broken Forces, and 


bringing in freſÞ Subtilties to their Aid. Let 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel then, let all that 


love Virtue, all that wiſh well to the tempo- 


ral or eternal Happineſs of Mankind, exert | 


themfelves i in this noble and rational Struggle 


D ta 


[ 26 } 
to compel Men fo come in; and they ſhall carry 
off a glorious Victory, for great is the Truth, 
and it ſhall prevail. But, 
4. To compel Men to be Chriſtians in, Pro- 
feſfion, is far from being all the Work of 
Chriſt's Servants. Sin and Vice are ſubtle 
Enemies: When defeated in the open Feld, 
they betake themſelves to a thouſand Diſguiſe 
es; and particularly attempt to ruin the Power = 
of Religion in Mens Hearts and Lives, by 
inducing them to place the Hope of eternal 
Happineſs on ſandy Foundations, that will 
not ſtand the Trial; and to neglect that Iively 
Faith, Repentance and Amendment of Life, 
which the Goſpel inculcates as indiſpenſable 
Qualifications for everlaſting Felicity. It is 
therefore the Buſineſs of the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel to detect theſe vain Pretences, to 
ſtrip Sin of its fatrering Diſguiſes, and to 
ſtir up Men to be Chriſtians in Hear? and 
Praclice as well as in Profeſſion, For this 
End they are diligently to diſcharge the ſe- 
veral Branches of the miniſterial Duty; par- 
ticularly, they are to preach the Goſpel faith- 
fully, without Prejudice or Partiality. They 
are to repreſent, how well Virtue is calculat- 
ed to advance our Natures to the higheſt Per- 
fection, and to ſhow forth its Lovelineſs and 


Excellency, ſo high in the Eſtimation even of 
a Heathen 


. 7 1 
2 n Philoſopher, that he exclaimed in 
Rapture, How wonderful ſhould our Love 
for Virtue be, could it be repreſented to 
© our Eyes in a Form anſwerable to its real 
* Beauty? They are to diſplay the Defor- 
mity of Vice, that Canker and Diſeaſe of the 
Mind; ſetting forth the Peace and Felicity 
of a holy and righteous Conduct, and the efer- 
nal and glorious Rewards, which Jeſus Chriſt 
hath purchaſed for his faithful Servants z 
warning Men likewiſe of the Miſeries which 
accompany Sin, even as neceſſarily, as the 
Shadow does the Body; and. of that eternal 
Wrath and Indignation, which a juſt and 
righteous God will infli& on the impenitent 
Workers of Iniquity, Thus the Apoſtles, 
2 the Terrors of the Lord, perſuaded 
They are to ſhow the Vanity and 
Fe ally of the petiſhing Enjoyments of this. 
Life ; and the high Importance of prepar- 


ing for that which never ſhall have an End; 


heightening all, by the Love, the Tenderneſs, 
the Grace, the Example, the Sufferings and 
Glory of the Meſſiah and Saviour of Man- 
kind; and all theſe other engaging Motrves, 
which” our holy Religion ſo abundantly 


2 affords. | 
They are to endeavour eſpecially to con- 
vince the * and 9 of Mankind; 


but, 
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but, at the ſame Time, far from neglecting 5 
the Arts of Perſuaſion, to move their Paſſions, 


theſe great Handles and Spurs to Action, 
which the Deity hath implanted in our Na- 


ture. Many worthy and learned Men, from a 


juſt Indignation at the bad Uſe that hath been 
made of the Paſſions of Mankind, to inflame 


them againſt Reaſon, have fallen into the 
contrary Extreme, and thought it below 
them to attempt any thing elſe, but to con- 
vince the Judgment of their Audience; which 


ſeldom hath the Effect alone to rouſe them 


to Action, and too generally leaves them a 


Prey to the next frothy Fool that captivates 
their Ears, while he darkens their Under- 


ſtandings. Surely Senſe and Reaſon are as 
capable of being repreſented in an affecting 
Way as the contrary; and God did not im- 
We theſe Affections in our Natures for no 
Purpoſe. He, therefore, that would Hectu- 


ally preach the Goſpel, muſt attempt to warm, 


at the ſame Time that he endeavours to en- 


lig hten. 


r, my Brethren, in vain is Oratory, in 
vain is Reaſoning and Eloquence, if God 


give not the Bleſſing. Paul may plant, and 


Abollb water, but the Increaſe is only from 


God, 1 Cor. iii. 6. Let us therefore apply to 


him for his Grace © accompany our Mint- 


ſtrations, 


tC 20:1] 

ſtrations, and ſcek Wiſdom, Strength and 
” Aſſiſtance from him, in whom is all F ullneſs. 
"; MP urther +, in order to compel- Men to 
come in, as we are to encourage the tender 
and broken-hearted ; ſo with a ſteady Hand 
ought we to inflit thoſe Cenſures, which 
our Lord and Maſter hath authoriſed us to 
pronounce againſt the impenitently wicked, 
who ſhut their Ears to Counſel, and will 
not be reclaimed from their ſcandalous E- 
normities ; and that without reſtricting our 
Diſcipline to this or the other Vice, which 
Abuſe hath rather too much obtained ; bur 
giving no Quarter to Vice and 1 of 
any Kind; for he that ſaid, Thou ſhalt not 
commit Adultery, the ſame faid alſo, Thou 
ſhalt not ſteal, thou ſhalt not murder, thou 
ſhalt not covet. ' Proceeding thus impartially 
and prudently, we might have Ground to 
hope, that our Diſcipline would prove uſeful 
to the Society, and command a due Regard. 

I ſhall only add, That if the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel would effectually compel Men, 
they muſt not only inſtruft and admo- 


Þ N. B. As the Judges had many important Cauſes to 
come before them, it would have been very improper to have 

encroached on their Time; therefore, what is marked with 
two Aſterisks was omitted _ che W Was | hy 


livered. . 
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niſh, but they muſt alſo practiſe, and be 
Patterns and Examples of Religion and 
Holineſs to Mankind. There is no Doubt 
we all come far ſhort of what good Men 
would wiſh to attain ; and ſome, perhaps, 
may have greatly departed from the an- 
tient Severity of Manners. This is no- 
thing ſurpriſing in ſo large a Society, con- 


| ſidering the general Depravity of Mankind; 


and affords no ſolid Foundation for that Re- 
proach, with which ſome malicious Perſons 
have endeavoured to load the whole Body. 
This however, my Brethren, is well worthy 
our Attention; we may reap Advantage from 
what was intended for our Prejudice, Let 
this humble us before God ; let us look upon 


it as a Warning in Providence to be upon 
our Guard, as a Call to endeavour the at- 


taining of yet greater Heights of Virtue and 


Integrity ; that our Light may ſo ſhine, as to 
dale and confound the malignant Eye, even 


of Calumny itſelf. .* 

Laſtly, As the Miniſters of the Goſpel are 
to exert themſelves to compel Men to come in, 
Judges and Magiſtrates alſo, who may, in 
ſome Senſe, be called the Vicegerents of God 
upon Earth, may eminently conduce to the 


fame End, by impartially adminiſtrating 


| Jultice, and ſtri#ly putting in Execution our 
excel- 


— 
—— 


„ 


[ 3: 
excellent Laws am Immorality, Vice 3 
Profaneneſs. Mercy and Compaſſion are 
Feelings fo eſſential to virtuous Minds, ſuch 


bright Traces of the Soul's Frome Original, 


* we ſhould indeed be far, on any Occa- 
ſion, from counteracting or weakning ſuch 

noble Affections; our Concern ſhould be, 
not to allow the 4% worthy Objects entirely 
to engroſs them, and exclude or prevail over 
thoſe of a higher and more deſerving Kind. 
The Judge cannot help being moved, in 


ſome Degree, with the ſad Fate of the wnhap- 


fy Criminal, But, is he to reſt there? Is 


„he not to direct his Affections alſo to the 


Publick, as a nobler Object of Sympathy, 
which, when in Competition, ought always 
to have the Pre- eminence over any particu- 


lar Concern? Is he not to ſhow Mercy to 


thoſe Numbers, whoſe Property may be ra- 
vaged, whoſe innocent Blood may be ſhed by 
the Encouragement wicked Perſons may re- 
ceive from Crimes eſcaping with Impunity ? 
Is he not to ſympathiſe with the Tears of Pa- 
rents, with the Woes of Children, perhaps, - 
yet unborn, to whom the Influence of theſe. 

wicked Practices may reach, and whom they 


may plunge in an Abyſs of Miſery? Les, as 
the State of the Judge is exalted above the 


Vulgar, to ſo much the 2 Object ought 
he 
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he to extend his Affoctions. He feels for 
the Miſery of the Guilty, but he raiſes his 
Sympathy beyond their Tears. He is ;uft, 
and ſhows Mercy to an injured Country; he 
is upright, and ſhows Compaſſions to the 
Cries of Thouſands. I hus he not only pro- 
motes the Peace and good Order of the Com- 
monwealth, but he likewiſe advances true 
Religion, by checking Injuſtice _ Vice the 
great Adverſaries of it. 
** come now to the 
Laſt Thing propoſed, to conclude with 
ſome Reflections on what has been ſaid. 
And, fr/t, from this Idea of the Houſe and 
Church of God, we may learn, that our 
Love. to the Houſhold of Faith ought to be 
more "widely extended, than the Notion of 
_ Chriſtianity, confined to the preciſe Limits of 
a Sect or a Party, can well admit of ; thatit 
ought to reach even to all, Yho are + built 
on the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, 
Jeſus Chrijt himſelf being the chicf Corner- 
fone. This preſent, imperfe& State, where 
the Tempers and Capacitics of Mankind are 
ſo various, ſeems not to be calculated for an 
exact Conformity in Religion. For any Man 
therefore to pretend to reduce all to one 
Standard, (except ſo far as God * Reaſon 
or 
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or nn has made Things pla 
all) ſeems to be as abſurd as the bs pain M 
the antient Tyrant, who would reduce all his 
Subjects to one Stature. Many have unhap⸗ 
pily been more diligent and ſucceſsful in 
making Converts to their Party, than ii 
making good Chriſtians, and converting Sin- 
ners from their evil Ways, which has occa- 
ſioned much Peeviſbneſs, Reſentment and Nar- 
rowneſs of Mind, very unbecoming Diſpoſitions 
for any that pretend to Chriſtianity. Let us 
then, my Brethren, exett ourſelves, in dur 
ſeveral Spheres, to fectify this fad Diſorder, 
and to open and enlarge the Minds of Chri- 
ſtians. Let us ſhow a more. charitable, be- 
nign and conde -ſcending Diſpoſition, and ex. 
tend our Affection in an eſpecial Manner to 
all that love the Lord Jeſus Chrift in Truth 
and in Sincerity, however diverſified by 
Names, or diſtinguiſhed into Parties. For, tho 
a Variety of Sentiments may be at oieſent un- 
avoidable; there may however be a Harmony 
of Heart, among all that worſhip the Jame 
God in Spirit and in Truth, thro'.the fame 


3 * JU 62 
N 7 From 


+ Mr. Boyle beautif, v py compares the Concord among 
different religious Sects ariſing from mutual Toleration, to 
the Harmony produced by different Inſtruments of Mulick 

| ſound- 
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„ ee and Violence are not the Means 


which Chriſt hath appointed, in order to 


compel Men-i into his Houſe ; and indeed; in 


the Nature of the Thing, they can never 
anſwer that End. Such Means can never 


make Men Ancere Believers; but they may 
tempt them to be formal Hypocrites: And tho" 
the latter may appear to be in his Houſe Here; 


"hp the former only ſhall inhabit it hereafter, 
ut it is leſs neceſſary to inſiſt upon this, 


ſince, bleſſed be God ! our National Crock 
is an Enemy to Perſecution, and hath ſel- 


domer been lc educed this Way, than almoſt 


any other in. the World. This is our great 
Honour, and mightily recemmends our Con- 


ſtitution, which reconciles a beautiful Church 


Polity, with the Privileges of Men, and Li- 
berties of Chriſtians. Indeed, about a Cen- 
tury ago, when they had nobly reſcued 
themſelves from the Severities of Perſe- 


cution ; they were, for a ſhort Time, ra- 


ther too far hurried away by Reſentment, 
3 and 


founding in Concert. Com. phileſophique, Part 2. as VI. 


Et, par conſequent, la tolerance eſt la choſe du monde la 


« plus propre a ramener la ſiecle d' or, et a faire un Concert, 
et une Harmonie de pluſieurs voix et inſtrumens de differ- 


« ens tons et notes, auſſi agreables pour le moins que] uni- 


' formite q une Luke voix. 


and the Outrage and Confuſion of the Times. 
Yet, how wide was the Difference betwixt 
their Proceedings ſo loudly exclaimed againſt, 
and the diſmal bloody Tragedies, which Men, 
| pretendi ng to be Chriſti ans and Proteſtants, re- 
turned upon them in the lucceeding Period? 
3dly, To compel Men to come in, accord- 
ing to our Saviour's Meaning, appears, from 
what has been ſaid, to be @ noble and uſeful 
Employment, and conſequently they, who 
devote their Lives to it, deferve the Regard 
and Support of the Society. What can be 
dearer to Men than their immortal Souls? 
Who more worthily employed than 
they, who, under God, ſpend their Lives 
at once to promote the temporal and eternal 
Welfare of a People? Hence then it follows, 
on the one hand, That nothing can be more 
diſgraceful and pernicious, than an ignorant 
and vicious Clergy, Such are the Peſt 
of any Society, ear the noble Ends 
Christ's Servants have in View, and wound 
Religion in. the moſt ſenſible Manner. Such, 
as our Saviour ſays of Salt that has loſt its 
Savour, Matth. v. 13. are thenceforth good 
for nothing, but to be caſt out, and trodden 
under Foot of Men. On the other hand, 
what can have more Dignity than a learned, 
virtuous and faithful Miniſtry, the Buſineſs 


| of 8 . is tow Men 2006 4 Grde | 
| | of. Love and the. Bonds of a Man, to the Ways 
k Peace and Felicity; to compel them, by Fe | 
C nobleſt Motives and worthieſt Example, to be 
| 
| 


happy for ever? ſuch muſt ſurely be the Or- 
 nament of a State, a Blei ing to any People. x 
Finally, How great ſhall be the Happi- 

| neſs of thoſe, who, in their ſeveral Spheres, 
exert themſelves to compel Men to come in, 
that Chriſt's. Houſe may be filled, particularly 
of Magiſtrates and Miniſters whoſe Buſineſs 
this eminently is? When this vain and pe⸗ 
riſhing World. is paſſed away, and they come 
to give an Account of their Stewardſhips, 
then ſhall they receive that joyful Approba- 
tion, Tell. done good and fai thful Servants, 
enter into tbe Joy of your Lord; then ſhall 
they be aſſigned a glorious and en Re- 
ward in their Father s Houſe, where there are 
many Manſions ; then, they that be wiſe ſoall 
ſhine. as the Brightneſs of the Firmament, and 
they that turn many to Righteouſneſs, as the 
Stars for ever and ever. To God, Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, be all Glory, Hos? 
nour and Praiſe, now and evermore. Amen, = 
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